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VIA HAND DELIVERY ~ 0
Ms. Magalie Roman Salas, Secretary ~~
Federal Communications Commission ---
The Portals
TW-A325
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Notice of Ex Parte Meeting
Gulf Cellular Rulemaking
WT Docket No. .97-11V
CC Docket No. 90-6

Dear Ms. Salas:

*Communications engineer
(Non-lawyer)

On Tuesday, January 11, 2000, Petroleum Communications, Inc. ("PetroCom"), U.S. Cellular
Corporation ("U.S. Cellular") and AllTel Corporation ("AllTel") made an oral ex parte presentation
concerning the referenced proceeding in a meeting with Steven Weingarten, Chief of the Commercial
Wireless Division of the Wireless Telecommunications Bureau, and members of his staff, Davida Grant,
Roger Noel, Michael Ferrante, Stephen Markendorf, and Jay Jackson. PetroCom was represented by
Richard Myers, James Keller and Jay Lazrus of Myers Keller Communications Law Group, U.S. Cellular
by Peter Connolly of Koteen & Naftalin, and AllTel by Glenn Rabin, its regulatory counsel. During the
meeting, PetroCom presented for discussion the U.S. Cellular/PetroCom consensus proposal for resolving
issues in the proceeding. A copy of that proposal, which was distributed at the meeting, is enclosed
herewith.
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PETROCONUUSCELLULARCONSENSUSPROPOSAL
FCC Gulf Cellular Rulemaking Proceeding (WT Docket No. 97-112; CC Docket No. 90-6)
10 January 2000

1. Land and Gulf carriers may operate with service area boundary (SAB) contours at the
coastline boundary as calculated by the Section 22.911(a)(1) formula for land-based systems.

2. A carrier may operate at a higher effective radiated power (ERP) than that resulting from the
22.91 1(a)(1) formula based on measurement data showing that actual signal strengths are
unequal at the boundary, in order to achieve equal signal strengths. This process would
involve a notification to the FCC of a minor change. Unless the carrier obtains the written
consent of the other carrier, the notification must include "before and after" measurement
data (obtained by a firm appearing on a list issued by the FCC) showing that the increase in
ERP has equalized signal strengths at the boundary. The measurement data would be
obtained using a testing procedure based on industry standards requiring the testing firm to
use a single device to receive the signal from both the land and Gulf carrier, the antennas
receiving the land and gulfsignals to be placed at the same height, and the measuring device
not to be shielded or obstructed. Based on the measurement data, the testing firm would
determine the maximum ERP at which the carrier may operate to achieve equal signal
strengths at the boundary. SAB contour extensions resulting from the 22.91 1(a)(1) formula
would be permitted without the consent of the other carrier if necessary to equalize signal
strengths at the boundary, but such extensions would not be included as part ofthe carrier's
CGSA. However, such extensions would require the consent of the other carrier if the
extending carrier wishes to operate with a signal strength at the boundary which is greater
than that of the other carrier.

3. The current coastline boundary is retained, with changes described below, but geographic
coordinates are published that clearly depict that boundary.

4. The coastline boundary is extended 10 miles seaward on the Florida side of the Gulf, thus
increasing the service area boundary of land-based systems there. The coastline would
remain at its current boundary on the western side of the Gulf from Texas to Alabama.

5. Neither a land carrier nor a Gulf carrier could place a transmitter on the other side of the
coastline boundary without the other carrier's consent.

6. The Gulf carrier's protected CGSA is the area seaward from the coastline boundary and is
not defmed as actual SAB contours. After five years from the date of adoption of the new
rules, a land carrier could serve an area ofa Gulfcarrier's CGSA from a site on the landward
side ofthe coastline without consent from the Gulfcarrier ifthe latter is not serving that area.
However, a Gulfcarrier could begin serving that area within its CGSA under the guidelines
stated in item 2 above, thus "reclaiming" the unserved area. In this reclamation scenario, if
a Gulf carrier could not generate equal signal strength at the coastline boundary, the land
carrier would be required to reduce ERP but not below what is required to provide a
sufficiently strong signal (-100 dbm) at the boundary so it can continue to serve land-based
customers, regardless of whether any reduced signal strength still remains higher than that
of the Gulf carrier exercising reclamation rights.

7. Land and Gulf carriers must cooperate and negotiate extension agreements in good faith.

8. Pending, grantable non-mutually exclusive Phasenapplications for service in coastal waters
should be granted.


